The role of cartography in the teaching of school geography, taking into account modern trends
(on the example of Georgia)

Saba Modebadze

E-mail: saba.modebadze618@sps.tsu.edu.ge
Department of Geography, Faculty of Exact and Natural Sciences
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
3, I. Chavchavadze Ave., Thbilisi, 0179, Georgia

The era we live in is constantly full of innovations, challenges, and modern technological achievements.
All scientific and non-scientific fields contribute to existing challenges. The modern system of education
can be freely called the “age of spatial information”. Digital technologies have become a major enabler of
any person’s needs, desires, or challenges. 20-30 years ago, the prospect of cartography becoming a major
player in any field would have seemed unrealistic. Our reality today is a follows: the main method of
visualizing spatial information is a map. A map that is a subjective reflection of objective reality. The map,
integrated into all consumer and non-consumer fields through modern GIS technologies, has become an
integral element of the digital world. Cartography and GIS education are important intellectual resources.
Georgia played an important role on the world stage in this direction. This is the country that had such
famous scientists in geography and cartography as Vakhushti Bagrationi, Aleksandre Aslanikashvili, and
Niko Beruchashvili. Against the background of all this, the field is quite devoid of young scientists. The
country is experiencing difficulties caused by a lack of young personnel. In school education, geography,
and more so cartography, is not provided in such a way that the student is interested in discovering a field
of incredible scale and great perspective. The school education system is depleted of the proforientation
component. Students do not have the conducted prove that the number of interested young people who
come to the bachelor’s level decreases every year. Based on the observations and research conducted, you
will get a complete picture of the gaps in cartography and GIS education and the mechanisms to address
them.



